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Madison County School District 

Tips, ELL/LEP Accommodations, & Other Instructional Strategies 
 

Appendix  F 

 

Classroom Instructional Modifications and Accommodations 
 

 

1. Be aware of idioms.  They often need explanations since new language learners tend 

to interpret everything literally. 

 

2. Be aware of vocabulary, which might seem contradictory and therefore need 

explanation.  For example, a football stand is where we sit. 

 

3. Write assignments and page numbers on the board. 

 

4. Avoid yes/no questions.  Your student may feel it is disrespectful to disagree with 

you. 

 

5. Don’t ask, “Do you understand?”  Your ELL student will probably say “yes” even if 

he/she doesn’t have the foggiest idea what you’re talking about because it is always 

polite to agree.  Instead, have him demonstrate his comprehension by performing a 

task or explaining the directions in his own words. 

 

6. Explain why an ELL student should read an assignment.  What information should 

he/she retain and how will he/she be expected to use it? 

 

7. Explain what you mean by a quiz and a test. 

 

8. Avoid timed tests.  The ELL student may know the information but require more time 

to express it in English. 

 

9. Encourage participation by telling the student a day in advance what you will ask 

him/her.  Find out what the student knows and ask him about that or help him/her 

prepare an answer so he/she is confident of success.  As confidence increases, the 

student should begin to participate more freely. 

 

10. Realize your student may come from an educational system, which emphasized rote 

learning and discouraged analyzing and synthesizing data. It doesn’t mean he/she 

can’t or doesn’t think abstractly or make inferences.  The student may just need help 

and encouragement developing these skills for an academic environment. 

 

11. Realize phonics may be difficult for the ELL student.  It may take a long time for him 

to distinguish the various sounds in English that are not represented in his native 
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language.  Lists of contrasting sounds, which may be troublesome for speakers of 

various languages, are available. 

 

12. Remember that English may not be used in the home.  Therefore, the ELL student 

needs every opportunity to express himself/herself in English and may also need 

assistance completing assignments in school. 

 

13. Don’t be misled by the ELL student’s ability to “shoot the bull.”  The student may be 

linguistically street-wise but a long way from competency in academic English. 

 

14. Evaluate the student’s placement periodically.  The student may need to start in a 

lower group but be able to move rapidly through levels – especially if he/she had a 

strong academic profile in his native country. 

 

15. Use the ELL student as an international resource.  The student can provide 

information about his native country and language.  An international corner is a touch 

of home for the student and an excellent cross-cultural experience for the entire class.  

Travel agencies have listings of international tourism offices, which may provide free 

posters and materials for a resource center. 

 

16. Make your new student feel a part of the group by assigning classroom 

responsibilities (watering plants, feeding fish, etc.) from an early date. 

 

17. Use a seating plan and/or photos of the class to help a new student learn the names of 

his/her classmates rapidly.  A possible project is to circle an outline map of the world 

with these photos and draw a line from each child’s photo to the country of his 

family’s origin. 

 

18. Use simple children’s games such as Bingo, Simon Says, etc.  These are readily 

adaptable to language learning by the simple addition of a language component.  

(Make Bingo games for consonant and vowel sounds by cutting up workbook 

pictures.) 

 

19. Keep the student constructively occupied in class.  Store catalogs provide an excellent 

source of materials that students can cut up to create their own books.  Pronouns, 

plurals, possessives, as well as the vocabulary pictured can all be reinforced. 

 

20. Don’t be afraid to overteach.  Language learning requires repetition.  Think how long 

it takes a toddler to be able to produce the language he has been hearing since 

infancy.  Oral mastery should be primary, with reading and writing used to reinforce 

forms and vocabulary that have already been learned. 

 

21. Use subject areas such as math and science to help teach English.  Manipulation of 

play money offers excellent language possibilities.  Simple science experiments, 

where what is visible reinforces what is being verbalized, can be used. 
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22. Use filmstrips to back up content area instruction.  The ELL student can be given the 

responsibility for making maps, models, drawing and collecting pictures, etc. in social 

studies. 

 

23. Encourage the ELL student to indicate when he does not understand you.  Praise the 

student for doing this and try to reword what you are saying. 

 

24. Never discourage parents from speaking their native language with the child.  

Parents’ command of English is usually too limited to make them good models, and if 

they feel uncomfortable speaking English, communication between parent and child 

may soon be limited to essential commands. 

 

25. Make use of music, nursery rhymes, and stories that involve repetition and humor.  

Ask your music teacher for help. 

 

26. Use your ELL specialist as a resource person.  He/she can give you advice about ELL 

materials, as well as primary materials that are readily adaptable for use with the 

second language student. 

 

27. Realize that it may be necessary to give more information and in more detail for an 

ELL student than for a native speaker.  Use a variety of ways to communicate, 

including rewording what you want to say, drawing sketches, using gestures, 

pantomime, and writing basic words.  Try to overcome any personal anxiety you 

might feel in not being understood. 

 

28. Teach the ELL student some commands and then let him lead the class in Simon 

Says. 

 

29. Ask the ELL student to teach a game from his country. 

 

30. Ask him/her to draw a picture, any picture, and talk about it.  The students will be 

interested in the picture or he/she wouldn’t have drawn it. 

 

31. Have ELL students keep notebooks or scrapbooks, a “My Book.”  Let the student 

draw or cut out and paste in any pictures he/she likes.  Then help the student (or ask a 

peer to help the student) to identify and then label items in the pictures. 

 

32. Don’t put the ELL student with poor readers all the time.  Put the ELL student with 

high achievers (readers) sometimes so that he/she will have good models. 

 

33. Use brand names that the ELL student already knows from TV commercials and 

other media advertising.  Get placemats, brochures, and ads from stores and dealers.  

These can be used for a variety of language-learning experiences. 
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34. Let the ELL student write his/her own dictionary, using pictures, cartoons, captions, 

and/or titles.  Leave ample space for new words from new units:  food, clothing, parts 

of the body, money, furniture, and classroom objects. 

 

35. Take advantage of the ELL student’s love of TV and radio commercials.  Take the 

language slogans from magazines or TV and use them to provide a successful 

experience for the learner. 

 

36. Be sure the ELL student is able to give personal information with confidence: name, 

age, address, phone number, parents’ names, etc. 

 

37. Have ELL students call each other and ask a specific question.  A teacher or peer can 

call the students at home (parent permission/notification prior to assignment). 

 

38. Have the ELL student call a toy store and ask the price of a particular toy. 

 

39. Call “Dial a Story.”  Call for a hospital tape or time and temperature. 

 

40. Have an older brother, sister, or relative come to class and give a short play, dance or 

tell a folktale in his/her native language.  Give an introduction in English and answer 

questions about it in English. 

 

41. Have an ELL student translate a traditional folktale in English and write it in “My 

Book.” 

 

42. Have the ELL student interview American students or staff. 

a. What is your favorite….? 

b. What do you have in your room at home? 

c. Tell me about your ….? 

 

43. Interviews may be taped on cassettes. 

 

44. Have the more advanced ELL student conduct a poll (with specific directions) by 

asking certain questions of his/her peers (American students) and then forming some 

conclusions.  This is good for comparison, contrast, gathering and organizing 

material, and making conclusions.  The end product could also include graphs, charts, 

narrative reports, etc. 

 

45. Ask young American children to teach jump rope rhymes to the ELL student. 

 

46. Copy the lyrics of a current popular song and have the ELL student memorize them. 

 

47. Ask an American peer to simplify a pop song.  Underline the problem vocabulary or 

structures and ask an American student to explain (by using simpler vocabulary and 

structures) the meanings to the ELL student. 
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48. Play “Bingo.”  It is a good game for teaching listening comprehension and numerals.  

Variations can be used to teach specific vocabulary. 

 

49. Play “Concentration.”  This is another good game for teaching vocabulary.  Cut out 

pictures.  Mount them on cards of equal size, making sure you have two identical 

pictures for each object.  Turn all the cards face down and have the student try to 

match cards.  Each time he turns a card over (whether or not it is a match); he must 

say something about the card. 

 

50. Use pictures and other language materials you already have and adapt them.  

Teachers from the higher grades can borrow from elementary teachers (as long as the 

pictures match the age/interest level of the student).  Frequently, elementary school 

teachers make good ELL teachers because they are accustomed to pacing lessons, 

repeating, reviewing, doing a lot of board work and using visuals. 

 

51. Use sequence cards, strip stories, and model clocks – materials that are already in 

school. 

 

52. Use subject areas such as math and science to help teach English.  Manipulation of 

play money offers excellent language possibilities.  Simple science experiments, 

where what is visible reinforces what is being verbalized, can be used. 

 

53. Record several simple instructions on a cassette to allow ELL students to proceed at 

their own pace. 

 

54. Make a list of activities you expect the ELL student to complete in a specified period 

of time.  Restrict the content in these activities, but make up a variety of activities.  

(speaking, listening, reading exercises, watching filmstrips, and writing) on the same 

topic.  You might want to include vocabulary exercises or interpretations of visual 

materials.  This contract arrangement should be limited in time and activities in the 

beginning and should grow in length as the student’s fluency and skills expand. 

 

55. Allow extra-linguistic cues such as visuals, props, and body language. 

 

56. Allow for linguistic modifications such as repetitions and pauses during the speech. 

 

57. Allow increased wait time to give the student time to formulate an answer. 

 

58. Provide interactive presentations with frequent comprehension checks. 

 

59. Use cooperative learning strategies. 

 

60. Focus on central concepts rather than on details by using the thematic approach. 

 

61. Adapt materials by adding graphic organizers, pictures, charts, maps, timelines and 

diagrams. 
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62. Build on ELL students’ prior knowledge as often as possible (while considering 

cross-cultural issues). 

 

63. Develop reading strategies such as mapping and writing to develop thinking. 

 

64. Use an integrated approach:  subject matter AND English language skills. 

 

65. Assign the ELL student a classroom buddy. 

 

66. Allow the ELL student to write notes and translations in the textbook (Clear this with 

the building level principal). 

 

67. Give, or allow the ELL student to get, extra help on assignments. 

 

68. Allow the student to use a word-to-word dictionary on all tests and assignments. 

 

69. Allow the student to have extra time for taking tests (and for completing assignments, 

if the student will benefit by having the extra time). 

 

70. Allow the student to take tests with the ELL teacher. 

 

71. Have someone read the test or other work to the student, if it will be beneficial to the 

student. 

 

72. Adjust the length of assignments/tests, if it is warranted. 

 

73. Assign the student comparable content material at a lower reading level, when 

possible. 

 

74. Allow the student to demonstrate proficiency without requiring a written evaluation, 

when possible. 

 

75. Allow the student to write memory work rather than saying it, if it will be in the best 

interest of the student. 

 

 
Remember:  Any adjustments MUST be in the best interest of the student and not just for the 

convenience of the instructor. 

 

Terry J. Medina, National Origin Coordinator, Southeastern Equity, Components of Effective 

ESL/Bilingual Programs. 

 

 

 

 

 


