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Course content for ELLs includes instruction in pronunciation, vocabulary, oral and written 

usage, and American culture.  Except for the tutorial sessions or the Carnegie unit ELL class 

for high school students, ELL students spend the remainder of the school day in regular 

classes.  The ELL instructor functions as a facilitator/coordinator in assisting the content-area 

teachers in accommodating, evaluating, and testing ELL students.  Training is provided for 

content-area teachers for modifying and/or adjusting instruction to meet the needs of ELL 

students.  This requires collaboration between all teachers in order to ensure the students’ 

needs are met and they continue to progress. 

 

ELL students are considered for the gifted program and other special programs provided to 

other students in the school if academic performance indicates eligibility.  ELL students will 

be made aware of vocational courses and extracurricular activities that are available.   
 

*Note: Lack of English proficiency shall not be the determinant for placement below the age appropriate 

grade level. 

 

Special Education Services  

 
When deemed necessary, all ELL students in Madison County Schools will receive special 

education services on the same basis as English-speaking students. 

 

Students who are experiencing academic difficulties not related to a lack of language 

proficiency are initially referred to the school based Teacher Support Team.  Interventions/or 

classroom modifications may be recommended and tried as a means of improving the 

student’s performance.  If these interventions are not successful, the referral to placement 

process as outlined in the Madison County Schools Student Handbook is carried out in the 

same manner as for English-speaking students experiencing academic difficulties. 

 

Tests which will be administered to the ELL students will be presented in the native language 

of the student when such a test format is available.  Another option is testing with an 

interpreter.  An intellectual test that requires no language and lacks cultural bias is sometimes 

selected based on the needs of the student.  
 

ELL Grading Guidelines 

 
Procedures for grading ELL students must facilitate students’ success in school and the 

school district must ensure that ELL students are not being discriminated against in the 

assignment of grades due to a language barrier.  ELL students should be expected to meet 

the same educational requirements as other students; however, they may need more time to 

do so.  Federal requirements mandate that districts take affirmative steps to open their 

educational programs to national origin minority group students.  This means that while ELL 

students must meet the same educational requirements as other students, these requirements 

must be presented in manner appropriate to ELL students’ cultural and linguistic needs and in 

a time frame that facilitates their learning (Mississippi Guidelines for English Language 

Learners:  Policies, Procedures and Assessments, 2011, p. 53).     

 


